[ n)

)

AGU

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF
ENGINEERING & SCIENCE

Cansu Unal

cansu.unal@agu.edu.tr

0000-0002-2071-0419

Thesis Advisor

Prof. Burak
Asiliskender

burak.asiliskender@agu.edu.tr

27.06.2024

Architecture
A. Master’s Thesis

Exploring the Dialog Between Design and Display:
Architectural Integration of Contemporary Art
Exhibitions in Italian Institutions

abstract Museums are dynamic spaces where architecture and exhibition design
interact in significant ways, influencing each other and contributing to a cohesive
cultural experience. The relationship between contemporary art exhibitions and museum
architecture is crucial in shaping the narrative and the display of art. By exploring the
relationship between contemporary art exhibitions and the architecture of museum
buildings, a comprehensive analysis is offered of how these elements engage in a
dynamic dialogue. Through a detailed comparative analysis of four landmark
institutions— Fondazione Prada in Milan, Strozzi Palace in Florence, MAXXI in Rome,
and the Venice Biennale's Arsenale—the study investigates the transformative role of
architectural innovation in redefining historical structures for contemporary cultural
purposes. The research underscores the significance of adaptive reuse in the evolution
of museum spaces, examining how the architectural characteristics and spatial
configurations of each building influence curatorial strategies and display of art.
Focusing on the interplay between museum architecture and the thematic content of art
exhibitions, the study highlights how museums serve as active participants in cultural
discourse. This research provides insights into the ways contemporary art exhibitions
and museum buildings collaboratively construct a hierarchical narrative space,
enhancing the aesthetic, cultural, and educational value of art.
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0zet Miizeler, mimari ve sergi tasarimmm onemli sekillerde etkilesime girdigi,
birbirlerini etkiledigi ve biitiincil bir kiiltiirel deneyime katkida bulundugu dinamik
mekanlardir. Cagdas sanat sergileri ile miize mimarisi arasindaki iligki, sanatin anlatisini
ve sunumunu sekillendirmede kritik 6neme sahiptir. Cagdas sanat sergileri ile miize
binalarinin mimarisi arasindaki iliskiyi arastirarak, bu unsurlarin dinamik bir diyalog
icinde nasil etkilesime girdigine dair kapsamli bir analiz sunulmaktadir. Milano'daki
Fondazione Prada, Floransa'daki Palazzo Strozzi, Roma'daki MAXXI ve Venedik
Bienali'nin Arsenale'si gibi dort onemli kurumun ayrintili karsilagtirmali analizi
araciligiyla, aragtirma, mimari yeniligin tarihi yapilari cagdas kiltarel amaglar
dogrultusunda yeniden tanimlamadaki dontstiiriicii roliini incelemektedir. Arastirma,
miize mekanlarinin evriminde uyarlanabilir yeniden kullanimin 6nemini vurgulayarak,
her binanin mimari 6zelliklerinin ve mekansal konfigirasyonlarinin kiiratoryal
stratejileri ve sanat sunumunu nasil etkiledigini irdelemektedir. Miize mimarisi ile sanat
sergilerinin tematik icerigi arasindaki etkilesime odaklanarak, miuzelerin kiiltirel
soylemde aktif katilimcilar olarak nasil iglev gordiiginii ortaya koymaktadir. Bu
arastirma, cagdas sanat sergileri ve miize binalariin, sanatin estetik, kiiltirel ve egitsel
degerini artiran hiyerarsik bir anlati alanini nasil birlikte insa ettiklerine dair i¢gériiler
sunmaktadir.
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